Unit 10
Teacher Notes

1.  assess – v – to make a judgment about a person or situation after thinking carefully about it

· Congress is trying to assess why the banks and financial institutions failed.

· After I had an accident with my car, the mechanic assessed the damage and told me how much the repairs would cost.

· Before the students come to class, we give each one several tests to assess their reading skills. 

2.  context – n – the situation, events, or information that relate to something and help you understand it

· To understand some literature, it is helpful to know its historical context.  Knowing what was happening at that time in history might help you understand the events of a story.

· When I teach vocabulary, I give my students plenty of practice hearing and using the words in different contexts.

3.  method – n – a planned way of doing something

· One method for making chili is to use meat, but no beans.  My method is to have no meat and lots of beans.

· If traditional methods for treating an illness don’t work, a doctor might try a new method that is being tested.

· I disagree with my neighbor’s method of disciplining her children. 

4.  policy – n – a way of doing things that has been officially agreed by a political party, business or organization

· The attendance policy in this school is that a student will be dropped from class if they miss five days in a row.
· Politicians are supposed to follow the policy of not accepting bribes.

5.  significant – adj – noticeable or important

antonym = insignificant

· Picasso is a significant 20th century artist.

· I made a significant contribution to a charity in my town.  I gave them $10,000.

· My daughter made a significant decision when she selected the college she wanted to attend.

6.  involve – v  - to include or affect someone or something

· There was an accident involving a bus and a train.

· I am working on a project that involves many people and a lot of time.

· When I am planning a vacation, I like to involve my husband in the planning so that we are both making decisions.
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7.  appropriate – adj – correct or good for a particular time, situation, or purpose

antonym = inappropriate

· I think that the movie Shrek is appropriate for all ages.

· (adverb form) It is important to dress appropriately for a job interview.

8.  feature – n – an important, interesting or typical part of something

· Air bags are a standard feature in most new cars.

· One of the best features of my cell phone is that it matches the color of my car.

9.  normal – adj – usual, typical or expected

antonym = unusual, abnormal

· Normal business hours at my company are 9 to 5.  

· It is normal to feel nervous when you start a new job. 
· (adverb form) During the winter in Chicago, people normally wear boots and heavy coats.  
10.  relevant – adj – directly relating to the subject or problem being discussed

antonym = irrelevant

· We told the police all the relevant facts about the break-in.  

· I don’t usually read articles about things that are not relevant to my life.  For example, I don’t have children, so I don’t read about how to raise children.

The words on this list were taken from sublists one, two and three of the Academic Word List, 
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/lals/resources/academicwordlist/
Matching Activity
	1. ________________
	a planned process to do something (method)

	2. ________________
	to include someone or something (involve)

	3. ________________
	the setting or situation (context)

	4. ________________
	an important or interesting part of something (feature)

	5. ________________
	relating to a subject or problem (relevant)

	6. ________________
	to make a judgment (assess)

	7. ________________
	noticeable or important (significant)

	8. ________________
	usual or typical (normal)

	9. ________________
	correct for a particular situation (appropriate)

	10. ________________
	a legal or official way of doing things (policy)


Fill in the Blank Activity

1. The teacher collected the students’ homework so that she could _______________whether they had understood the lesson or not. (assess)
2. Gestures and facial expressions can mean different things in different cultural ________________. (contexts)
3. Because teachers don’t agree on the best _______________ for teaching math, they may teach it in different ways. (method)
4. The vacation _______________ at my company is that all employees can take two weeks of vacation each year.  (policy)
5. After she took a Spanish class, Laurie made a ___________________ improvement in Spanish and she was able to speak much more fluently than before. (significant)
6. Planning the new school _________________ many people, including an architect, the school board, the parent’s association, and a student committee. (involved)
7. Parents often have to decide whether movies or internet sites are _____________________ for their young children to look at. (appropriate)
8. An energy-efficient home often has __________________ such as good insulation, special windows, solar roof panels, and low-flush toilets.  (features)
9. In Alaska, it is ____________________ to have snow and very cold temperatures for several months, and usually the weather doesn’t warm up until May or June. (normal)
10. When you apply for a job, it is important to tell the employer about any ______________________ experience you have so that the employer knows you can do the job. (relevant)
Fill in the Blanks Activity
1. When the boss _________________ the number of accidents in the factory, they decided to change the safety ___________________.  (assessed, policy)

2. I didn’t think the politician’s comment was ______________ when I read it in the paper, but after I understood the full _____________ of the remark, I realized that he had made a very important point. (significant, context)
3. Parents may use many ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________ of teaching their children right and wrong because parents do not always agree on what is ___________________. (methods, appropriate)
4. If you are interested in the safety of a car, _______________ such as the brake system and airbags will be _______________ when you are buying a new car.  (features, relevant)
5. When a court case ______________ many people and events, it is __________________ for the jury to take a long time to decide the case.  (involves, normal)

Unit 10

Matching Activity

Directions: Listed below is a definition for each word.  Write each word next to its definition.

	assess

context

method
	policy

significant

involve


	appropriate

feature
	normal

relevant


	1. ________________
	a planned process to do something 



	2. ________________
	to include someone or something 



	3. ________________
	the setting or situation 



	4. ________________
	an important or interesting part of something 



	5. ________________
	relating to a subject or problem



	6. ________________
	to make a judgment 



	7. ________________
	noticeable or important 



	8. ________________
	usual or typical 



	9. ________________
	correct for a particular situation 



	10. ________________
	a legal or official way of doing things 


Unit 10

Fill in the Blank Activity

Directions: Fill in a word from the list to complete each sentence.  Each word can be used only once.
	assess

context

method
	policy

significant

involve


	appropriate

feature
	normal

relevant


1. The teacher collected the students’ homework so that she could _______________whether they had understood the lesson or not. 

2. Gestures and facial expressions can mean different things in different cultural ________________. 

3. Because teachers don’t agree on the best _______________ for teaching math, they may teach it in different ways. 

4. The vacation _______________ at my company is that all employees can take two weeks of vacation each year.  

5. After she took a Spanish class, Laurie made a ___________________ improvement in Spanish and she was able to speak much more fluently than before. 

6. Planning the new school _________________ many people, including an architect, the school board, the parent’s association, and a student committee. 

7. Parents often have to decide whether movies or internet sites are _____________________ for their young children to look at. 

8. An energy-efficient home often has __________________ such as good insulation, special windows, solar roof panels, and low-flush toilets.  

9. In Alaska, it is ____________________ to have snow and very cold temperatures for several months, and usually the weather doesn’t warm up until May or June. 

10. When you apply for a job, it is important to tell the employer about any ______________________ experience you have so that the employer knows you can do the job. 
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Fill in the Blanks Activity

Directions: Fill in two words to complete each sentence.

	assess

context

method
	policy

significant

involve


	appropriate

feature
	normal

relevant


1. When the boss _________________ the number of accidents in the factory, they decided to change the safety ___________________.  

2. I didn’t think the politician’s comment was ______________ when I read it in the paper, but after I understood the full _____________ of the remark, I realized that he had made a very important point. 

3. Parents may use many ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________ of teaching their children right and wrong because parents do not always agree on what is ___________________. 

4. If you are interested in the safety of a car, _______________ such as the brake system and airbags will be _______________ when you are buying a new car.  

5. When a court case ______________ many people and events, it is __________________ for the jury to take a long time to decide the case.  
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Sentence Completion Activity

Directions: Complete each sentence.

1. The feature I like most about my home is _______________________
__________________________________________________________.

2. Before planning a vacation, I have to asses _____________________
__________________________________________________________.

3. If I don’t understand the context, I won’t be able to understand _______________________________________________________.

4. One method I use to keep in touch with friends is to ______________
__________________________________________________________.

5. One policy I think we need in this classroom is ___________________

__________________________________________________________.

6. A significant event from my childhood was when _________________

__________________________________________________________.

7. Something in my life that involves a lot of my attention and time is 
__________________________________________________________.

8. If I disagree with someone, it is appropriate for me to _____________

__________________________________________________________.

9. One thing that is normal for me to do on the weekend is to _________

__________________________________________________________.

10.  A magazine that has articles that are relevant to my interests is ____

__________________________________________________________.
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True, False and Why Activity

Directions:  Read each statement and decide if it is true or false.  Then explain your answer.

1. If a business wants to be sure it is making a profit, it should never assess its accounting and bank records.
2. If a newspaper quotes someone but doesn’t give the context of the statement, readers may misunderstand the speaker’s meaning.

3. A common method for finding information on a subject is to research it in a library.
4. If you follow the policies at your company you will be fired for breaking the rules.

5. The computer was one of the most significant inventions of the past century because it affected only a few people.
6. If you want to involve your mother in your life, you will tell her what you are doing and ask for her advice.  

7. When you have tea with the Queen, it is appropriate to show your respect by making silly faces and calling her by her first name.
8. Public buildings have safety features such as smoke alarms and sprinkler systems. 

9. When people behave normally, they behave in strange and unusual ways.

10.  Heavy coats and warm gloves are relevant to people who live in tropical areas. 

Yes, No and Why Activity

Directions: Answer each question with yes or no, then explain why.

1. Is normal behavior always appropriate?

2. Are all the features of a fitness center relevant to all the members?

3. If you use different methods to assess a policy, will your results be different?
4. Can you assess the truth of what someone says without knowing the context in which it was said?
5. Is it possible to make a significant change in your life without involving other people?
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Ideas for Writing Prompts

1.  What do you think is the most appropriate way to disagree with someone?  Why?

2.  Describe someone who has been significant in your adult life.  What did they do that was significant to you?  How did they affect you?  

3.  If you were designing a “perfect” house, what features would you include? Why?
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