General Information for Teachers
Each unit covers ten academic words and includes the following components:

· Teacher Notes which include a word list with meanings and examples to use for direct instruction of word meanings
· Matching Activity, with answer key

· Fill-in-the-Blank Activities (1 blank and 2 blanks), with answer keys

· Sentence Completion Activity 

· Other open-ended practice activities

Helpful Hints:

· The units have been developed to be taught over several class periods using direct and explicit instruction (explanation, modeling, practice and application).

· The Teacher Notes contain:

· the word family to help the teacher use different forms of the words in not only the sentences, but in other exercises as well.

· examples of sentences using the word in different contexts, which should be personalized so that the sentences are meaningful to the teacher and students.

· Some activities are worksheets that have answer keys, e.g., matching activity, fill in the blank activities.

· Other activities have assignments that students can complete in preparation for class discussions, e.g., sentence completions, yes/no-why.

Unit 13
Teacher Notes
1.  constant–adj– happening all the time or always there

antonyms: intermittent, rare, occasional
· There is a constant mess at my house because we have been remodeling for several years.  

· My husband has constant allergy problems, so he often doesn’t feel well.

· Sometimes at my office it is hard for me to do my work because there are constant interruptions.

Prompt: Do you know anyone who has a health problem that is a constant problem?

Other words in the family: constantly, constancy, inconstancy, inconstantly, constants
2.  convention – n – a large formal meeting of people who belong to the same profession, organization, have similar interests, etc.

· I went to a convention for ESL teachers in Boston last year.  There were 6,000 people at the convention.  Most of them were English teachers.

· My dentist attends dental conventions every year to learn about the newest technology and treatment.

· I went to a jewelry convention and had fun buying different earrings and necklaces.

Prompt: Have you ever gone to a convention?
Other words in the family: convention, convene, convened, convening (conventional is in the family but has a different meaning: a method, product that has been in use for a long time)

3.  credit – v -  to give approval or praise for doing something good

antonym: blame

· I like to credit my co-workers if they help me with my work.  I tell my boss that my co-workers helped me and did a good job.

· I credit my parents with teaching me good values.

· (noun) All the credit for our remodeling should go to my husband, since he has done most of the work all by himself.  I only helped a little.

Prompt: At your job, does your boss credit you for doing good work?  How?

Other words in the family: credits, credited, crediting, creditor, creditors

Related words/phrases: to someone’s credit, be a credit to, gain credit
4.  criteria – n (plural) – facts that you use to help you judge or decide something  

· When I bought my car, I thought about several criteria. One criterion was that I wanted good gas mileage.  Another criterion was reliability.  

· My garden club had a tomato contest.  The judges used criteria like size, color, weight, and taste to choose the winners.

Prompt: What criteria would you consider if you were choosing a place for your next vacation?

Other words in the family: criterion (singular)
5.  ensure – v (transitive)– to make sure something happens. (Requires a direct object which can be a clause.)

· When I drive, I use a seat belt to ensure my safety.

· I leave my house early to ensure that I will have plenty of time to get to work on time in case there is traffic.

Prompt: What can you do to ensure your success in this class?  Happiness in life?

Other words in the family: ensures, ensured, ensuring

Note that insure is sometimes used in place of ensure, but that usually its first meaning has to do with buying or providing insurance, or doing something to protect yourself against something bad happening.
6. institute – n – an organization that has a particular purpose, such as scientific or educational work, like a research institute.

· The National Institute for Health in Washington, DC, is a government office that gives money for research. The Institute for Health also publishes reports about health topics.

· The Art Institute of Chicago is a museum. Its purpose is to do art research, to collect art, and show art.  

· The Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago is a medical center that helps people who have very bad pain in their neck, back, knees, etc.

Prompt: Can you think of any institutes that you are familiar with?

Other words in the family: institution (often institute is used as a proper noun, with institution used more generally)
7.  invest – v – to give money, time or effort in order to get a profit later.

· If I had some extra money, I would invest in environmental companies.  I would buy stock in those companies or give those companies money to develop better products.

· My husband and I have invested a lot of time and money on remodeling our house, but we are happy with the changes we have made.

· When I was a child, my mother invested a lot of effort in making holiday dinners for the family.  Now it is my turn to do all the work for the holidays.

Prompt: What have you invested a lot of time in recently?

Other words in the family: invests, invested, investing, investment, investor, investors, reinvest, reinvests, reinvested, reinvesting, reinvestment

8. proportion – n – the relationship between the amounts of related things

· In our class, we have more women than men.  The proportion of women to men is 4 to 1.  We have four women for every one man.

· We pay income taxes in proportion to how much we earn.  People who earn less pay proportionally pay less taxes than people who earn more.

Prompt: In your neighborhood, what is the proportion of Americans to immigrants?  Is there a large proportion of immigrants in your community?

Other words in the family: proportions, proportional, proportionally, proportionate, proportionately, disproportion, disproportionate, disproportionately

9. sector – n – a part of a particular economic system, like a business or an industry

· The Chinese manufacturing sector is very strong right now, but the American manufacturing sector has been hurt by the recession.

· The public sector is the part of society that is controlled by the government.  

· The private sector is the part of society that is not controlled by the government.   

Prompt: Would you rather work in the public sector or in the private sector?  Why?

Other words in the family: sectors 

Related words/phrases: public sector (government run), private sector

10. strategy – n – a plan or skills you use to achieve a goal. 

· When my father wanted to lose weight, his strategy was to reduce how much wine he drank, limit the amount of fattening foods he ate, and increase his exercise.   

· When I was studying French, my strategy for improving my reading was to try to read a lot, and use a French dictionary.

Prompt: If you wanted to find a job, what strategy would you use?

Other words in the family: strategies, strategize, strategic, strategically, strategist, strategists
The words on this list were taken from sublists one, two and three of the Academic Word List, 

 http://www.victoria.ac.nz/lals/resources/academicwordlist/
Unit 13 Answer Keys

Matching Activity 

	1. ________________
	a large meeting of people who work in the same business (convention)

	2. ________________
	to make certain that something happens (ensure)

	3. ________________
	the facts you use to make a decision (criteria)

	4. ________________
	to give resources to get a profit later (invest)

	5. ________________
	a part of the economic system (sector)

	6. ________________
	happening all the time (constant)

	7. ________________
	a plan you use to achieve a goal (strategy)

	8. ________________
	the relationship between amounts of things (proportion)

	9. ________________
	to give approval or praise for doing something good (credit)

	10. ________________
	an organization with a particular purpose such as scientific or educational work (institute)


Fill in the Blank Activity

1. The manufacturing sector lost a lot of jobs during the recession. 
2. When Paul wanted to find out about current research about the brain, he looked on the internet to see if there was a brain research institute.

3. Vicky suffered from constant migraines, so it was very hard for her to concentrate.

4. When Sophie saw a handsome movie actor in the airport, her strategy to meet him was to ask him for an autograph and a photo.

5. When Mohamad applied for his job as a driver, he had to meet several criteria, such as having a good driving record, a current driver’s license, and good English skills.

6. The store manager credited Josefina for her excellent management of the bakery department.
7. Chicago is the location for many large conventions and they are usually held in big hotels or conference centers.
8. If you are overweight, it means that your weight is not in the correct proportion to your height.
9. Erika has invested a lot of time and money into her sons’ baseball activities.

10. Hye filled her car with gas to ensure that she would have enough gas to drive to Springfield.
Fill in the Blanks Activity
1. The National Cancer Institute held a convention for doctors and other health professionals.
2. When the interviewer asked the famous singer how she learned to sing so well, she answered that she credited her parents and her singing teacher for their constant encouragement and support.
3. When Margaret decided to invest some money for retirement, she had to decide what proportion of her money to spend on stocks, how much for bonds, and how much for mutual funds.
4. The judges in the Olympics all use the same set of criteria to ensure that their decisions are fair.
5. The industrial sector lost money last year, but some companies have found new strategies to increase business.
Unit 13
Matching Activity 

Directions: Listed below is a definition for each word.  Write each word next to its definition.

	constant

ensure

sector


	convention

institute

strategy
	credit

investment
	criteria

proportion


	1. ________________
	a large meeting of people who work in the same business 



	2. ________________


	to make certain that something happens 

	3. ________________


	the facts you use to make a decision 

	4. ________________


	to give resources to get a profit later 

	5. ________________


	a part of the economic system 

	6. ________________


	happening all the time 

	7. ________________


	a plan you use to achieve a goal 

	8. ________________


	the relationship between amounts of things 

	9. ________________
	to give approval or praise for doing something good 



	10. ________________
	an organization with a particular purpose such as scientific or educational work 


Unit 13

Fill in the Blank Activity
Directions: Fill in a word from the list to complete each sentence.  Each word can be used only once.

	constant

ensure

sector


	conventions

institute

strategy
	credited

invested
	criteria

proportion


1. The manufacturing ______________ lost a lot of jobs during the recession. 
2. When Paul wanted to find out about current research about the brain, he looked on the internet to see if there was a brain research ______________.
3. Alina had a _____________ cough, so it was very hard for her to sleep.
4. When Sophie saw a handsome movie actor in the airport, her ____________ to meet him was to ask him for an autograph and a photo.
5. When Mohamad applied for his job as a driver, he had to meet several _________________, such as having a good driving record, a current driver’s license, and good English skills.
6. The store manager __________________ Josefina for her excellent management of the bakery department.
7. Chicago is the location for many large ___________________ and they are usually held in big hotels or conference centers.
8. If you are overweight, it means that your weight is not in the correct ___________________ to your height.
9. Erika has ________________ a lot of time and money into her sons’ baseball activities.
10. Hye filled her car with gas to ______________ that she would have enough gas to drive to Springfield.

Unit 13
Fill in the Blanks Activity
Directions: Fill in two words to complete each sentence.

	constant

ensure

sector


	convention

institute

strategies
	credited

invest
	criteria

proportion


1. The National Cancer ________________ held a ________________ for doctors and other health professionals.
2. When the interviewer asked the famous singer how she learned to sing so well, she answered that she _________________ her parents and her singing teacher for their _________________ encouragement and support.
3. When Margaret decided to _______________ some money for retirement, she had to decide what ________________ of her money to spend on stocks, how much for bonds, and how much for mutual funds.
4. The judges in the Olympics all use the same set of _________________ to _______________ that their decisions are fair.
5. The industrial ________________ lost money last year, but some companies have found new ____________________ to increase business.

Unit 13

Example or Not?

Directions: For each word, decide which sentence is an example of the meaning of the word.  Circle the example.
	constant

	Yorei never stopped talking during class.
	Yorei rarely talked in class.

	convention

	Belghase attended a book group meeting where they were discussing a book about dog intelligence. 
	Belghase attended a huge meeting for veterinarians in New York City and presented her research on the intelligence of dogs.

	credit

	Miriam’s boss was satisfied with the report she wrote. 
	Miriam’s boss told the other employees that Miriam wrote a good report.

	criteria

	Janice was looking for a new house that had at least ten bedrooms, seven bathrooms, a swimming pool, and a six-car garage.
	Janice was looking for a new house but she didn’t have any preferences on the size or location.

	ensure

	Every month, Sophie puts a thousand dollars into her bank account so that she will have plenty of money when she retires.
	Every month, Sophie spends all her money on chocolate and soda and she never worries about her retirement.

	institute

	The drug company gave money to the organization to research new drugs.
	The drug company gave money to Jakub to try its new drug.

	invest

	Rayna wanted to learn Japanese, so she bought several textbooks and CDs, and she spent several hours each day studying her Japanese lessons.
	Alicja wanted to learn Japanese, so she spent several hours each day sleeping and dreaming about Japan.

	proportion

	In Erika’s family, there are five times as many men as there are women.
	In Erika’s family there are a lot of men.

	sector

	Vicky wants to find a job where she can use a gun and drive a fancy car.
	Vicky likes her job at the FBI because she gets to wear a gun and drive a fancy car.

	strategy

	Pedro wanted a raise, so he made a careful plan for how to approach his boss. 
	Pedro asked his boss for a raise when he ran into him at the grocery store.


 Unit 13
Sentence Completion Activity

Directions: Complete each sentence.

1. I don’t like it when people constantly _______________________________
_____________________________________________________________

2. I would be interested in going to a convention for _____________________

_____________________________________________________________

3. I credit my parents for teaching me ________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

4. My criteria for a new job would be _________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

5. Something I do to ensure that I don’t get lost is _______________________

_____________________________________________________________

6. If I built an institute, its purpose would be to _________________________

_____________________________________________________________

7. I have invested a lot of time in ____________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

8. Something I spend money on that is expensive in proportion to my income is _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

9. The public sector services are important to me because _________________

_____________________________________________________________

10. I have a good strategy for ________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Unit 13
Does it Make Sense or Not, and Why?

Directions:  Read each statement and decide if it makes sense.  Then explain your answer.

1. If Vicky has a constant headache, it will be easy for her to focus in class.

2. Monika participated in a 3-hour dental convention in New York that 12 people attended.

3. When Yorei won the beach volleyball game, she gave all the credit to her teammates because they played terribly.

4. Jevani was looking for a cake recipe that met her criteria of being easy to make, pretty to look at, and delicious.

5. Jakub wanted to ensure that he could be a millionaire by the time he was 50 year old, so he saved one dime every day.

6. Belghase worked for an institute that made paper plates.

7. Janice invested a lot of time and money in selecting furniture for her new 25-room house.

8. Alicja’s salary was quite high in proportion to her expenses, so she could not afford to go to the movies very often.

9. Emily wished she could get a job in the public sector, like working for the U.S. Treasury Department, and move to Washington, D.C.  

10. Ubalda used many strategies to get a good job.  She wrote a resume, practiced interviewing, and looked for jobs on the internet.

Unit 13
Yes, No and Why Activity

Directions: Answer each question with yes or no, then explain why.

1. If you invest a large proportion of your time in your children, can you always ensure their safety?

2. If a research institute wants to be successful, does it always need to have excellent criteria for doing the research?

3. Is it always a good strategy to constantly credit other people for their work?

4. Is it possible to constantly attend various conventions?

5. If the manufacturing sector grows stronger, can it ensure that there will be more jobs?

Unit 13
Writing and Discussion Prompts

Directions for teacher:  Use these prompts for oral discussion or as writing prompts.
1. Some people think about food constantly. Is there anything that is constantly on your mind? What?

2. What proportion of your time do you spend using English, compared with the time you use your native language?

3. Have you ever been given credit for something you didn’t do?  How did you feel?  What happened?

4. If you were choosing a new husband, wife, or partner, what criteria would you have?

5. What are some ways to ensure that you and your family are safe?

6. In your experience, what investment of time, money, or effort has turned out to be a good investment for you? 

7. What are some good strategies for finding a satisfactory job?  
8. What are some good strategies for keeping a job?
9. Do you think there are ways you can ensure that people won’t cheat you?  

10. Do you think there should be legislation to raise the proportion of income taxes that people pay?  Why or why not?

11. Would you be interested in working in the public sector?  Why or why not?  

12. Do you like to vary how you spend your free time?  
13.  Why is it healthy to eat a variety of foods?
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