General Information for Teachers
Each unit covers ten academic words and includes the following components:

· Teacher Notes which include a word list with meanings and examples to use for direct instruction of word meanings
· Matching Activity, with answer key

· Fill-in-the-Blank Activities (1 blank and 2 blanks), with answer keys

· Sentence Completion Activity 

· Other open-ended practice activities

Helpful Hints:

· The units have been developed to be taught over several class periods using direct and explicit instruction (explanation, modeling, practice and application).
· The Teacher Notes contain examples of sentences using the word in different contexts, which should be personalized so that the sentences are meaningful to the teacher and students.
· The part of speech is noted for each word in the Teacher Notes as a reference for the teacher. It is not recommended to teach it unless students ask for it, since many students find the grammatical information confusing. Focus should be on word meanings.
· Some activities are worksheets that have answer keys, e.g., matching activity, fill in the blank activities.
· Other activities have assignments that students can complete in preparation for class discussions, e.g., Name 3, Sentence Completions, Yes/No-Why.

Unit 17
Teacher Notes
1.  concentration–n–the act of thinking very carefully about something. 

· I was trying to do my taxes, but I lost my concentration when the phone rang.
· Playing soft music is one way I try to help my concentration.

· It is hard for me to concentrate at work if there is a lot of noise around me.
Prompt: What makes it easier for you to keep your concentration? What makes you lose your concentration?
2.  contrast – n – a difference between people, situations, ideas, etc. that are being compared (pronunciation of noun has stress on first syllable, verb has stress on second syllable)
· Today’s cool weather is quite a contrast to yesterday’s hot temperatures. 
· During an election, the newspapers contrast the candidates. They compare the candidates and write about how they are different.
Prompt: In your family, are there contrasts that exist among the family members?
3.  cycle – n -  a number of related events that happen again and again in the same order.
· In Chicago, we experience the full cycle of the seasons, winter, spring, summer, fall, every year.
· I enjoy observing the life cycle of the plants in my garden as they grow from a seed into a plant, then produce flowers, then die in the fall.

· I think that fashion follows a cycle. The same styles I wore in the 60s and 70s are back in fashion again.
Prompt: Can you think of any cycles of nature or behavior cycles that you have observed or experienced? (moon phases, cycle of days of the week, months, mood cycles, Netflix sending and receiving, a routine at work, etc.)
4.  domestic – adj – happening within one country and not involving any other countries. Also, relating to family life or life at home. 

· I have traveled domestically, here in the U.S., as well as internationally, to other countries.
· My husband and I share the domestic chores. We both clean the house, cook, do yard work, etc.
· Every president faces domestic challenges and international challenges. Some of the domestic issues the president has to deal with are taxes and unemployment.
Prompt: What are some domestic problems right now in the U.S.? Are you more interested in domestic news or international news?
5.  error – n– a mistake, something that is not correct
· I made an error when I booked my flight, so I missed it because I thought it was a different date.
· I had to tell my boss I had booked the flight in error.

· Some accidents are caused by human error.
Prompt: Can you think of an error you made recently?
6. ethnic – adj – related to a particular race, nation, tribe, culture, etc.
· In our class, people come from different ethnic backgrounds. We have students from several different countries and cultures.
· I like to eat ethnic food, food that is typical of a certain country or culture.
Prompt: What is your ethnicity? Your ethnic origin? 
7.  goal – n – something that you hope to achieve in the future
· One of my goals in this class is to help you strengthen your vocabulary.
· My goal last weekend was to clean my closet.

· I don’t have a long-range goal, but my sister-in-law is very goal-driven. She sets goals and keeps track of her progress. 

Prompt: What are your goals for the week? For the year? For the next five years?
8. take something for granted – to believe that something is true without making sure
Synonym: assume
· When I lost my job, I took it for granted that I would find a job easily, but it turned out to be harder than I thought.
· I take it for granted that my husband will be home to walk the dog after work. 
· I took it for granted that I would be invited to my neighbor’s annual holiday party, so I was surprised when I didn’t receive an invitation. 

Prompt: When was the last time you took something for granted?
9. hypothesis – n – an explanation for something that has not been proven to be true
Synonym: theory
· When I noticed that a lot of plants in my garden had been eaten, my hypothesis was that deer had eaten them, even though I never saw the deer.
· When my son was sick, the doctor told me his hypothesis was that he had a virus of some kind, even though he couldn’t be sure.
Prompt: Do you have a hypothesis about something that happened to you?
10. implication – n – a possible effect or result of a plan or action 
· People in my town are trying to get a new bike path. One positive implication of a bike path is that people have a safe place to ride their bikes. A negative implication is that there could be more crime, like burglaries, at the houses along the bike path.
· Environmental problems like polluted water or air have implications for our health. 
Prompt: If you change your job, what would the implications be for you and your family?
Unit 17 Answer Keys

Matching Activity 

	1. hypothesis
	A theory or explanation that hasn’t been proven

	2. goal
	Something you want to achieve in the future

	3. domestic
	Taking place in one country or at home

	4. implication
	A possible result of an action

	5. take for granted
	To assume

	6. concentration
	The act of thinking very carefully and focusing

	7. cycle
	Related events that happen over and over in the same way

	8. contrast
	A difference between two people or things

	9. ethnic
	Related to a particular race, country or culture

	10. error
	A mistake


Fill in the Blank Activity

1. Veejay lost his concentration when his daughter played her music too loudly. 
2. Clyde takes it for granted that he will receive his paycheck on time like he always does.

3. Mike’s kids never got tired of the cycle of sports they played each year. In the spring and summer they played baseball, in the fall they switched to football, and in the winter they played basketball.

4. Rayna likes to cook ethnic dishes from her native country, Bulgaria.

5. Francisco’s goal is to become an accountant. 

6. Arnold doesn’t like to do domestic tasks. He would rather be out of the house at his job or at the gym.

7. If Jason hurts his back again, there may be some serious implications for his work. He wouldn’t be able to do heavy lifting and he might have to change his job.
8. When Sally found an unsigned love note in her mailbox, her hypothesis was that it was from George Clooney because he had called her several times the week before. 

9. There is a great contrast between the vehicle Isaac drives now and the one he used to have. He used to drive a Corvette racing car, but now he drives a mini-van.
10. Margaret made an error when she scheduled a doctor’s appointment and a dentist’s appointment at the same time. 

Fill in the Blanks Activity
1. The census asks people what ethnic groups they belong to because there are implications for the cities they live in. The cities might be able to get more money or services from the government.

2. We take it for granted that the weather cycle will stay the same every year, so we are surprised when we have warm days during winter or extremely dry summers.

3. Nate makes a lot of errors when he loses his concentration.
4. Rodrigo likes to follow the domestic issues in his home country, Argentina, in contrast to Lily, who is not interested in current events in any country.

5. When Thomas lost the presidential election, his hypothesis was that he didn’t reach his goal because he didn’t spend enough money on TV advertising.

Unit 17
Matching Activity 

Directions: Listed below is a definition for each word.  Write each word next to its definition.

	concentration
error
hypothesis
	contrast
ethnic
implication
	cycle
goal
	domestic
take it for granted


	1. ________________
	A theory or explanation that hasn’t been proven


	
	

	2. ________________
	Something you want to achieve in the future


	
	

	3. ________________
	Taking place in one country or at home


	
	

	4. ________________


	A possible result of an action
	
	

	5. ________________


	To assume
	
	

	6. ________________


	The act of thinking very carefully and focusing
	
	

	7. ________________


	Related events that happen over and over in the same way


	
	

	8. ________________


	A difference between two people or things
	
	

	9. ________________
	Related to a particular race, country or culture


	
	

	10. ________________
	A mistake
	
	


Unit 17
Fill in the Blank Activity

Directions: Fill in a word from the list to complete each sentence.  Each word can be used only once.

	concentration
error

hypothesis
	contrast

ethnic

implications
	cycle

goal
	domestic

takes it for granted


1. Veejay lost his ______________________ when his daughter played her music too loudly. 

2. Clyde ________________________ that he will receive his paycheck on time like he always does.

3. Mike’s kids never got tired of the _________________ of sports they played each year. In the spring and summer they played baseball, in the fall they switched to football, and in the winter they played basketball.

4. Rayna likes to cook ____________________ dishes from her native country, Bulgaria.

5. Francisco’s _____________________ is to become an accountant. 

6. Arnold doesn’t like to do ____________________ tasks. He would rather be out of the house at his job or at the gym.

7. If Jason hurts his back again, there may be some serious ________________________ for his work. He wouldn’t be able to do heavy lifting and he might have to change his job.

8. When Sally found an unsigned love note in her mailbox, her __________________________ was that it was from George Clooney because he had called her several times the week before. 

9. There is a great ____________________ between the vehicle Isaac drives now and the one he used to have. He used to drive a Corvette racing car, but now he drives a mini-van.
10. Margaret made an ___________________ when she scheduled a doctor’s appointment and a dentist’s appointment for the same time. 

Unit 17
Fill in the Blanks Activity

Directions: Fill in two words to complete each sentence.
	concentration
errors

hypothesized
	contrast

ethnic

implications
	cycles

goal
	domestic

take it for granted


1. The census asks people what ___________________ groups they belong to because there are _____________________ for the cities they live in. The cities might be able to get more money or services from the government.
2. We ____________________________ that the weather ________________ will be the same every year, so we are surprised when we have warm days during winter or extremely dry summers.
3. Nate makes a lot of __________________ when he loses his  ___________________________.
4. Rodrigo likes to follow the ________________________ issues in home country, Argentina, in ____________________ to Lily, who is not interested in current events in any country.
5. When Thomas lost the presidential election, his __________________ was that he didn’t reach his ___________________ because he didn’t spend enough money on TV advertising.

Unit 17
Getting to Know the Word Meanings

Directions to teacher: Do these orally with the class. The class should listen and reply chorally. Encourage discussion when there is disagreement.
1.  I’ll describe a situation. If it’s an error, say “error.”

· Following a map to your friend’s house.

· Dialing 119 for an emergency.

· Calling your daughter by your son’s name.

· Buying a chocolate cake at the store.

· Coming to class at 3 in the morning.

2.  I’ll say a statement. If it is a hypothesis, say “hypothesis.”

· The TV news comes on at 10:00 p.m.

· Tomorrow is _______.

· If I run up the stairs in a skyscraper, I will be tired.
· The President must be a smart man.
· Children who watch a lot of TV are not as creative as kids who don’t watch TV.

· Learning more vocabulary will help you understand more when you read.

· Humans usually have two feet and two hands.

3.  I’ll say two words. If they contrast, say “contrast.”
· black and white

· heavy and fat

· long and short

· distant and far

· often and rarely

· old and elderly

· smart and intelligent

4.  I’ll describe a news topic. If it is domestic news in this country, say “domestic.”

· The war in Afghanistan

· Unemployment in the U.S.

· Pollution in American cities

· Pollution in China

· The protests in Egypt

· High speed trains in the U.S.

· National parks

5.  I’ll say a noun. If it is something that can be ethnic, say “ethnic.”

· car

· language

· history

· population

· computer
· music

· clothes

Unit 17
Name 3
1. Name 3 situations that require concentration.

2. Name 3 common errors.

3. Name 3 things that scientists have a hypothesis about.

4. Name 3 ways that you can contrast two people.

5. Name 3 ways that you can contrast two cars.

6. Name 3 examples of ethnic foods.

7. Name 3 implications of having a child.

8. Name 3 things that happen in a cycle.

9. Name 3 goals that people can set in order to be healthier.

10.  Name 3 domestic chores.

11.  Name 3 things that we usually take for granted.
12.  Name 3 goals people can accomplish in a week.
Unit 17
Example or Not?

Directions: For each word, decide which sentence is an example of the meaning of the word.  Circle the example.
	concentration

	Paul was trying to read at the library, but he couldn’t focus because there was a beautiful librarian working near him. 
	Claire was able to focus on the book she was reading at the library because it was quiet.

	error

	Kaeley dialed the wrong number when she was trying to reach Tom Cruise on the phone.   
	Tina called Tom Cruise and invited him to her house for dinner. 

	hypothesize

	Chris proved that the earth was round by sailing around the world. 
	Eric thought that the earth was flat because he could see that boats disappeared over the edge of the horizon.

	contrast

	Vanessa told Larry how to cook tacos. 
	Pepe told Larry the difference between tacos and burritos.

	ethnic

	Nicole is crazy about Iranian food and music. 
	Alex eats food and listens to music every day.

	implication

	Kevin is sure he will get a raise this year.
	Owen was afraid to ask his boss for a raise because he thought she might fire him.

	cycle

	Picasso painted a picture of his wife.
	Monet painted a picture of the same tree in the winter, spring, summer and fall.

	goal

	Frida wanted to buy a new car before April, so she read the advertisements in the newspaper and looked at cars every weekend.
	Diego didn’t want to buy a car because he rides his unicycle everywhere.

	domestic

	Bill is interested in reading news about the U.S.
	Hilary always reads the international news first in the newspaper.

	take it for granted

	Juliet didn’t take out the garbage because she thought her husband would do it, since he always took out the garbage.
	Romeo was surprised when his wife took out the garbage. 


 Unit 17
Sentence Completion Activity

Directions: Complete each sentence.

1. Something that helps me concentrate is _____________________________
_____________________________________________________________

2. A time I made an error was_______________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

3. A hypothesis I have is ___________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

4. My friend is _____________________________________. In contrast, I am
_____________________________________________________________

5. My parents’ ethnicity is __________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

6. One implication of taking this class is________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

7. A cycle I have experienced is_____________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

8. One goal I have for this year is ____________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

9. A domestic task I don’t mind doing is _______________________________

_____________________________________________________________

10. Something I take for granted is ___________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Unit 17
Does it Make Sense or Not, and Why?

Directions:  Read each statement and decide if it makes sense.  If it does not make sense, change it so that it will make sense.
1. Anna couldn’t remember any of her vocabulary words because she was able to concentrate on her vocabulary homework.
2. Frank thought there was an error on his phone bill because the total was $579 and his bill was usually about $60. 
3. Mary Beth hypothesized that if she took dance classes and practiced a lot, she could win the Dancing with the Stars contest on TV.  
4. Jane wore a pink jacket so that it would contrast with her matching pink pants that were the exact same color and fabric as her jacket.
5. Ying-Ho has the same ethnicity as his wife because they were both born in 1965.
6. If Becky loses her job, one implication will be that she will continue going to work on time every day.
7. The cycle of school sports is different every year, so Edward knows that his daughter will play soccer in the fall and basketball in the winter.
8. Terry made a plan so that he could reach his goal of becoming the richest man on earth by 2012. 
9. Jennifer thought the president should pay more attention to domestic problems like the war in Afghanistan.
10. Zelda was shocked when her husband brought her flowers because she took it for granted that he would bring her flowers.
Unit 17
Yes, No and Why Activity

Directions: Answer each question with yes or no, then explain why.

1. Can you always take a cycle for granted?
2. Are there always negative implications if you don’t tell people your ethnic origin?
3. Is there always a big contrast between ethnic groups?
4. Is it possible to avoid making errors if you are concentrating?
5. Can you take it for granted that there will be similarities among people who belong to the same ethnic group?
6. Are there always positive implications when the government tries to solve domestic issues?
7. Is it ever possible to set a goal without having a hypothesis?

8. Is it possible to make an error when you set a goal?

Unit 17
Writing and Discussion Prompts

1. If you lose your concentration, how can you get it back again?
2. Describe two of your friends by contrasting them. How are they different?

3. What would the implications be for you if you won the lottery tomorrow?
4. What are the implications of taking cheap oil for granted in the U.S.?

5. America is supposedly a “land of opportunity,” yet there are many poor people here. What is your hypothesis to explain this problem?

6. Are you a goal-oriented person (someone who makes goals and keeps track of your achievements)? Why or why not?
7. Tell about an error you made that had a funny result.

8. What is one domestic issue that you think the government should make a top priority?

9. In some cities and towns, neighborhoods are ethnically segregated (divided). What are the implications of ethnic segregation? 

10.  How does your life when you were a child contrast with your life now?
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